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FROM THE OSCAR’ WINNING SCREENWRITER OF 
12 YEARS A SLAVE 


AMERICAN CRIME 


AN EXTRAORDINARY NEW DRAMA. 4 
MARCH 5 aHURSONTS 9c Gc 
‘AmericanCrime 
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Commo} 


Common strolled into the Earthbar juice café in West Hallywo 

the same way he does every day—except this afternoon he brought alo 

bis new 13}/+inch bestfriend. “He put the Oscar right down on the coung 

and the staff was unfazed because he's in there all the time,” says Str 
ofthe Best Original Song winner. Common ordered a Blueberry 
smooth, but the musician didn't need a pick-me-up. "He went to bf 
five, uit he was stillon that high’ the photographer says. “Acaderny 4 

winners, especialy first-timers, are giddy. He was so sweet and appt 
stil shaking his head, saying can't believe It" —J08 m 


“POWERFUL 
AND RAW" 
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But Would You 
Pay $8,250 

for His Shirt? 
Sorry, Christian Grey, 
my oooohhhs and 
aazahhhhs are all 
for Norman Reedus 
(Cover) He keeps me 
onthe edge of my 
seat every Sunday 
evening. Anticipation 
ever felt so good! 


The Feminine 
Mystique 

Will done, EW and 
Leste Bennetts, on 
the insightful article 
“Sox Lies & Fy 
Shades’ Discussing 
the complicated his- 
tory andcurrent state 
of female sexual is 
uncomfortable for 
many, but criteally 
necessary When 
rape sstilthe default 
plone fr female 
characters on even 
the best TV shows 
(Mad Men Scandal 
Downton Abbey), 
its cear that we 
havealong way to 
so nlearning what 
women really want. 
had love-hate elo 


tionship with Fifty 
Shades of Grey's 


SS&M content, chilé- 
ish prose, and 
(initially) perceived 
reinforcement of 
traditional sexual 
roles. However, had 
toadmit to myself 
that there was 
something hypnotiz- 
ing about the story 
‘woven by EL James, 
Ithink Leste 
Bennetts nailed it 
Whatever polarizing 
sentiments Fifty 
‘Shades might stir 
up, were now 
discussing the for 
bidder: women as 
intrinsically sexual 
beings. Once 
unleashed (forgive 
the pun), who knows 
here this wil 

take us? We've only 
just begun, 

Your editors made 
abadcall when 

they decided this 
article belonged in 
EW. Tellus about 
the movie the 
books, but not about 
sexual misconduct 
visited on the author 
and her frends 
Psychology Today, 
maybe. EW, no 


Face the Music 
Taylor Swift wants 
totrademark "This 
sick beat” (News 
‘and Notes)? Then 
am going to 
trademark “Have 
anice day" Haves 
nice day” Taylor! 
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W Update 


FOR AGOOD CAUSE 
‘The shirt Noman Reedus wore 
on our Walking Dead cover 

Sold for an outstanding $8250 
(proceeds went to Reeds 
favorite charity Oxfam) And for 
only $20, you can stil purchase 
EW version (minus the blood 
and dit) at shepeweom, 


Q Mobile 


‘TAKE EWTOGO 
EW clita eition s packed 
with extas ke bonus Images 
‘movie tralers and song sampies. 
Acoss tothe dal edtion is 
Included fr print subserbers. To 
find, downoad the Google 

Pay Newsstand app, 99 to Apple 
Newsstand or ew.com/ewdiital 


A Radio 


ROBOT 
Sigourney 
Weaver and 
Hugb Jackman 
talkabout 

thelr new sch 
thle, Chappe, 
vith Jess 

Cagle, etal 
director of 
Peame and EW, 
on Fay, 
March 6 at 
1pm. (SeiusxMe 
Channel 105), 


the young people we know 
are creating positive change 
throughout the country. 


they are all 
makers 


www.peacefirst.org/prize first 


“In terms of entitlement 
and personality, you're the 
whitest man know." 


“When youread in 
the paper 'mon trial 
formurder, it 


“Wait, we 
have a 
landline? 
| always 
thought 
that was 
a hipster 
cookie jar.” 


‘ “It’s our time tohave 


wage equality once and 

forall, andequal rights 

for women in the United 
States of Americal” 


Patria Arquette, accepting her 
Best Supporting Acre 


“They are four women. Plus— 
inaccordance with California 
statelaw—Meryl Streep.” 


“Tonight we honor 
Hollywood's 

best and whitest— 

sorry, brightest: 


“Don’t you 
“Just let me stay know a VIP 
here and lie when you 
amongst the pizza see one? Your 
alittle longer.” boss came 
out of my V 
and her 


daddy's P” 


“That doesn’t mean that 
you should be standing 
onstreet corners handing 

out your math to 
whatever guy comes along.” 


(im Parsons) eaous 
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“And the Award 
goes to...” 


HP thanks the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences 
for the recognition. We congratulate Jahn Frederick, Bob Myers, 
Karl Rasche and Tom Lianza for winning the Scientific and 
Engineering Award for developing the HP DreamColor 
Professional Display. 


In the words of the Academy, "This cost-effective display offered 
stable, wide color gamut, allowing facility-wide adoption in 
feature animation and visual effects studios.” 


This unrivaled visual precision powered the creation of four 
of the five Best Visual Effects nominees this year. 


Learn more at hp.com/dreamcolor 


/ 


HP DreamColor Professional Display, 
winner ofthe Scientific and Engineering Award, 


Saving People 
Money Since 1936 


... that’s before there 
were TV Dinners. 


GEICO has been serving up great car insurance and 
fantastic customer service for more than 75 years. Get a 
quote and see how much you could save today. 


geico.com | 1-800-947-AUTO | Local office 


GEICO. 


The Top 10 Things We Love This Week 


st List 


The 


HOUSE OF CARDS 
Hell to the chief! 
Now firmly ensconced 
as president, Francis 
Underwood (Kevin 
Spacey) must contend 
with forces both 
foreign (the Russian 
president) and 
domestic (a tenacious 
journalist) in order 
to keep his seat in the 
Oval Office. (Netflix) 


‘ASPOOL OF BLUE THREAD, 
by Anne Tyler when misfortune strikes 
the elders of Baltimore's Whitshank family, 
the kids, near 


and far, come 
together to 
care forthem. 
Tylerbrings 
awry comic 
voice to 
describe 
ROUSTABOUT Toraise money familial scone TERNITY, 
tosend500 goats and 1000 chickens _tentand the Hf snowflakes had 
toArica,comedian Kurt Braunohlerspent a clash between ey might be the kind af songs 
the Mississippi River. the dutiful — lauded synth-pop duo specialize in 
child and the ty, intricate, and gratifyingly hook-flled 
prodigal son. besuts Ike"Begn Again and Heart Sight 
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THE LAST 

MAN 
ON EARTH 
Hilarious, 
unexpected, and 
beautifully 
bizarre, TheLast 
ManonEarthisan 
apocalyptic farce 
with heart, thanks 
toanirresistible 
performance by 
creator-star 
(and Saturday 
Night Live alum) 
Will Forte. (Fox, 
Sundays, 9:30 p.m.) 
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KIRBY AND THE RAINBOW CURSE Nintendo's adorable pink putfoall 
‘Claymation makeover that would make Wallace & Gromit proud, Using anly 
touchscreen and stylus, players strategically draw rainbow-colored ropes to guide 

Kirby through a variety of clever, artfully animated worlds. (Rated : Wi) 


THE 
FIREWATCHER’S 
DAUGHTER, 
Brandi Carlile 
Thealt-country 
darling beautifully 
blurs the lines 
between flkand 
rack on her fifth 
album. Daughter 
isrootsy, warm, 

‘THE HUNTING GROUND and intimate, 

This meticulously researched emation- with the sweetest 
ally devastating documentary onthe harmonies 
Slencingof the sexualassaulepidemicon we've heard since 
“American calege campuses is one ofthe the Civil Wars 

6-1) ealledit quits, 


first must-see movies ofthe 


BY 


She 
BABY GENIUSES 
podcast Comedian 
Emily Heller and car- 
toonist Lisa Hanawalt 
invite rif-friendly 
friends and experts 
toteach them about 
a variety of topics, 
including Peruvian 


holidays, the history HAMILTON The newest creative splash from 
of the Harlem Lin Manuel Miranda (inthe Heights)—whos also its 
Globetrotters, and star—is more than just a high-energy hip-hop musical bout 
thementalhealthof Alexander Hamilton’ legacy, Its pure theater history in the 

their pets. (Tunes) ‘making-and the hattest ticket in tawn, (The Public Theater) 
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News 


‘THE AMERICAN SNIPER EFFECT 


Hollywood 
Goesto War 


After a decadelong dry spell 

of hit military movies, American 
Sniper’s colossal $320 million 
(and counting) box office proves 
that America’s appetite for 
conflict has never been stronger. 
BY CHRIS LEE 


Notes 


Amercan Sper 


ON OSCAR NIGHT, the Academy overlooked American Sniper 
in every eategory except sound editing, which doesn’t do 
much to disprove stereotypes about show business being full 
ofliberals with an antigun bias. But despite the cold shoulder 
Hollywood gave the film at the awards ceremony, you'd be 
‘wrong to think the industry's ignoring the film altogether: 
Directed by Clint Eastwood, the biopic about former Navy 
SEAL Chris Kyle (Bradley Cooper) has grossed a staggering 
$430 million worldwide, a figure approaching the combined total 
of the other seven Best Picture nominees. Its the kind of eash 
that drives decisions more than any perceived political agenda. 
In fact, the success of American Sniper has helped launeh an 
entirely now film genre: special-ops soldiers doing battle in the 
Middle Bast, “You're going to see a ton of these things getting 
made," says atop talent agent who represents a stable of A-list 
directors. “Everyone in town wants the next American Sniper” 
It wasn't so long ago that military movies consistently 
fizzled at the multiplex, including 2010's Green Zone, one of 
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star Matt Damon's lowest-grossing projects, and 
2008's The Hurt Locker, which won six Osears 
including Best Picture but brought in only $17 mil: 

lion in the U.S. To wit, between 2002 and 2012, no 
movie set during a contemporary conflict grossed 
more than $63 million domestically. Yet despite 
those dismal statisties, today there are dozens of 
modern-warfare features in various stages of 
development. So what changed? On May 2, 2011, 
SEAL Team Six took out America’s most wanted 
terrorist, Osama bin Laden, Suddenly we were 
willing to see films about a conflict we seemed to be 
winning instead of one that seemed unwinnable. 
Since then, the average gross of films in this genre 
hhas rocketed to $148 million, and audiences have a 
new fixation: elite commandos. 

“People realize that today we are condueting 
special-ops missions all aver the world,” says Mare 
Resnick, an exeeutive editor at St. Martin's Press 
and the executive producer of a new TV adaptation 
of Nicholas Irving's best-selling memoir, The Reaper: 
Autobiography of One of the Deadliest Special Ops 
Snipers. “Hollywood realized you don't get much 


better heros than these guys. Now, with ISIS and Cae 
al-Queda and all these extremists out there, itsnot | OMB 
Saving Private Ryan anymore!” yan baton 
In addition to The Reaper, which The Weinstein 8280 
Company optioned this month, Paramount and 
Relativity Media are racing to get out dueling 
Benghazi-inspired epies—the former directed by 
Michael Bay and starring John Krasinski, the 
latter being mounted by Fifty Shades of Grey 
producer Dana Brunetti. And at press time Sony 
Pictures was in final negotiations on Sniper Elite, 
an adaptation of novels by Scott McEwen (a 
co-writer with Kyle of 2012's American Sniper) to 
War Movies at the Box Office* 
(1998-2015 
Sept i [AeaSsnatin of 
oa sat cum Ladan 
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be directed by Jaume Collot-Serra (Non-Stop). 

American Sniper currently looks primed to he 
2014's most lucrative film (surpassing The Hunger 
Games: Mockingjay—Part 1) and the second-highest- 
grossing R-rated film of all time (after The Passion 
of the Christ). But Eastwood's movie can't take all 
the credit for this new wave of war films. The roots 
of the so-called American Sniper effect ean be 
traced further back, to two films that earned about 
three times as much as any war movie released 
between 9/11 and bin Laden's assassination: last 
year's Lone Survivor, starring Mark Wahlberg, and 
2012's Best Pieture nominee Zero Dark Thirty. 
“There would be no American Sniper if 
Lone Survivor hadn't done well," says one 
veteran studio insider. “And there would 
have been no Lone Survivor if Zero Dark 
Thirty had not done so well. Remember, 
Hollywood went into high gear with Viet 


sspecial-ops fare, says Greg Silverman, the 
Warner Bros. production president who 
gave American Sniper the go-ahead. 
“There seems to be a rush to imitate.” he 
says, “But don't believe that's what people 
want." As long as Hollywood continues to 
‘make movies based more on what we buy 
tickets for than what they lavish Osears 
oon, we'll all got what we want. m 


nam movies after Platoon.” 
‘That late-'80s Vietnam-war trend 

flamed out fast—whieh could happen this, 

timo, too, if studios glut the market with 


News Notes 


Hot Tubs and 
Time Machines: 
ABrief History 


‘Two of our favorite things join forees once again in Hot Tub 

i :. We revisit pop culture’s best soaking eauldrons y 
al vehicles. -HILARY BUSIS 

1984 - 2015 


HARRIS WITTELS 


Parks and Recreation writer and 
co-executive producer Harris 
Witels died unexpectedly on Feb. 19 
at the age of 30. Parks and Rec 
cast member Jim O’Heir remem- 
HOT TUBS TIME MACHINES bers his friend and colleague. 


Sean eee Deter Who sas 
‘The reality show's fist-pumping cast ‘The TARDIS isn't just a time machine ‘Herris heel a tremendous imeact on meas 
‘was DTF in this lukewarm folliculitis but fully functional spacecraft that— THecdel Gnumany bechle, He wes 8 dit 
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made you laugh and was generous with his 

(own laughter He was so damn quick—its 

bp Take a deep dive into aur definitive ranking of the 33 best just so rare to see that kind of talent 

hot tubs and time machines at ew.com/hottubs really miss him He was, and wil aways be, 
‘amember of our Parks fail 


In March 1990 we put forth eight suggestions in our “Save CBS" cover story 
that could help aut the then-hurting network One seems te have stuck: Turn 
CBS inta the 50-plus network. "We are nat a nation of Johnny Depps, Kirk 
Camerons, and Bart Simpsons. And boomers won't be thirtysomething 
forever" wrote Mark Harris during his first EW all-nighter While a perpetually 
THISWEEKINEWHISTORY 10-year-old Bart Simpson continues to grace America’s television screens, we 


Can't help but take some credit for programs like NCIS and The Mentalist, 
WhenWe which have found a home with the ARP set "Twenty-five years later, lam 
‘squarely in the CBS demographic, and never miss The Good Wife" Har’ tells 


Fer roriereyrene pia ener 
Rescued CBS 2. eee ee eahmose ratcone 


News+Notes 


| isome review | 
Carlton Cuse 


PROFESSIONAL Polar bears, vampires, and nascent psychos dominate Carlton 

PROFILE CCuse's life today, but almost four decades ago the Lost and Bates 
‘Motel writer and producer found inspiration scraping barnacles 
off yachts in Newport Beach, Calif. The 55-year-old showrunner, 
whose new series The Retumed debuts on A&E on March 9, tells 
EW how his past add jabs shaped his (somewhat odd) future. 


xr -——i—“‘—s—Cs; CC. 
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Staring My Own 
Hypocrisy in the Face 


Serutinizing a woman's imperfections—yes, even those of a 
celebrity—is an unfair, not to mention pointless, practice. So when the 
opporttinity presents itself, why ean’t we look away? BY MELISSA MAERZ 


ELL THE TRUTH: Do you click on unretouched photos of celebrities? Ifso, 

you've been busy the past few weeks. Mare than 200 shots froma 2013 

LOréal cosmoties campaign leaked on Feb. 18, showing Beyoneé with 

ceaked-on makeup and unevenskin, looking pretty—ifnot quite as flawless 

as the retouched version suggested. Just days before that, images 

surfaced from a2013 Marie Claire Mexico and Latin America shoot, reveal- 

ing Cindy Crawford posing ina bikini, her toned stomach lined with stretch marks. 

‘Some cheered these images as a rejection of the media'simpossible beauty standards, 

a weleome blow to Hollywood vanity, or a celebration of “real” bodies. “I'm glad 

Beyoned is sill human ike the rest ofus” one fan tweeted. “It’snota big deal, haters! 

#Beyonce #heyhiveattack." Others felt the leaks were just as bad for women as the 

retouching, “How isan objectifying pic of Cindy Crawford's scantily clad, unretouched 

body, released without her permission, empowering to women, exactly?" comedian 

‘Warren Holstein tweeted. Feminist websites like Jezebel tried to have it both ways, 

dofonding the stars while posting the images as clickhait. The hypocrisy bothered me, 
but who am Ito judge? clicked on the photos myselE 

‘Why do women get so obsessed with unretouched images of other women? (Sorry, 

Justin Bieber, but your “enhanced” underwear shots never got anyone worked up like 

this.) Maybe it’s because they expose our guilty pleasures. They threaten to kill the 


Newest Hotes 


aspirational fantasies we seek out in 
lossy magazines. fall the paleo diets, 
Iuxurycreas, ancl personal-training ses- 
sions inthe world can't stop Beyoneé from 
‘getting aene or Crawford from getting 
stretch marks, we think, then there's no 
hope for us. They reveal that tearing 
‘other women down ean double as 
female bonding, ‘They let us punish 
‘ourselves for falling short. You could 
argue that unretouched photos sug- 
est that anyone ean be a beauty icon, 
feven those with bad skin and saggy 
‘tummies. "Then again, i'a woman with 
bad skin ean transform herself into 
Beyoneé, the rest of us clearly aren't 
‘working hard enough. A picture is 
‘worth a thousand insecurities. 

understand the appeal of Beyon- 
6's unretouched photos. This is 2 
‘woman, after all, who sings “I woke up 
like this” never mentioning the fake 
eyelashes and hair weaves that made 
‘her such a “natural” beauty in the first 
place. But blaming Beyoneé for the 
impossible deal she's striving for is tke 
blaming. the victim, especiallysinee she 
and Crawford can't win. Crawford 
either looks old or wants to look too 
young, Beyones is either too perfect or 
not perfect enough. 

Feminism is supposed to be about 
freedom, and these images take that 
freedom away. We're acting as if 
famous women's bodies belong to us, 
asifceleritieshavetouse them forthe 
sreater good, To quote Lena Dunham, 
‘whose own unretouched photos froma 
2014 Vague cover shoot were leaked 
online, “Part of being a feminist is 
siving other women the space to make 
choices you don't necessarily agree 
with” If that means showing compas- 
sion for women who might understand 
that some beauty standards are 
‘oppressive but stil want tolook as gor- 
eous as humanly possible in a 
‘Photograph, then so be it “I feel about 
Photoshop the way some people fel 
about abortion,” Tina Fey wrote in 
Bossypants.“Itis appalling anda tragic 
reflection on the moral decay of our 
socioty.amless need it, in which ease, 
‘everybody be cool” From now on, let's 
allafford each other that same right. 
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(Oh, Hell. No. Cookie tasses the drink and punches her rival in the face. The 
rumble escalates into an epic hair pulling, throat-throttling battle that ends 
with both women on top of a pool table. From behind the eamera, director 
Debbie Allen cheerily yells helpful directions like “Choke that ho!” 


In the past 72 hours, the set of Empire has also witnessed a death by 
candlestick, a trip to rehab, and visits from Patti LaBelle, Jennifer Hudson, 
and Rita Ora. And that's not even mentioning what happens behind the 


scenes, The entire east dancesto the Fame theme in honor of Allen. (Terrence 


Jussie 
smile, 
Bryshere 

Y.Gray, 
Howard 
Henson 
fd Tra 
Byers at 

NYC 
Upsdown 
‘cb 


Howard does a mean jeté, by 


the way) Bibs are passed out as wrap 
gifts, a nod to the one Rhonda (Kaitlin 


Doubleday) wears when she orally 


pleases her husband, Andre (Trai 
Byers). Howard parades around set 
‘wrapped in an American-flag eape, 
holding a shochorn like a seepter. At 
‘one point tired Henson asks the erew, 
“Is the margarita truck here yet? 
This gonzo, go-for-broke energy 
on and off sereen has fueled 


Empires vise as TV's biggest new hit 
‘f 2015. Created by Danny Strong and 
Lee Daniels, with musie by megapro- 
ducer Timbaland, the show tells the 
story of Lueious Lyon (Howard), an 
ALS. stricken musie CEO who strug. 
sles to choose one of his three sons as 
his replacement while dealing with 
his ex-con ex.wife, Cookie. It's eampy 
provoeative, moving, and exhilarat 
{ng—sometimes lin the same scone. 
“There's just this emotional narcotic 
that lives inside this show that makes 
people go, ‘Oh my God, what's going 
to happen next?" says exeeutive 
producer Brian Grazer (A Beautiful 
Mind). That might explain why 
Empire's ratings have bad almost 
unheard-of growth week after week 
The show, which airs at 9 pan. on 
Wednesdays, now averages 14.5 mil 
lion total viewers and isthe top-rated 
new show in the 18-49 demo, It's also 
2 pivotal rebuilding block for its 
network, Fox, which has been in 
fourth place this season, “To stick out 
[on'TV] there has tobe ahigh degree 
of showmanship, and that is what is 
going on with Empire," says Dana 
Walden, who, along with her 20th 
Century Fox Television co-chair Gary 
Newman, took the reins of Fox's TV 
group in August. "Ithas this phenom 
enaleast led by two Osear-nominated 
actors. It's got the music” But even 
Walden says, “I don't think anyone 
could have predicted this level of 
sucess for the show 

Alongside black-ish, Fresh Off the 
mat, and the Viola Davis-led How to 
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Get Away With Murder, Empire's squashing the notion that a minority-led 
cast means a smaller audience for a network show. “I definitely think its 
going to change things” says Grazer “You hear people talking about i. It 
just opens up the vision of decision makers” Daniels adds, “Finally there's 
so many African-American experiences that can be seen and viewed by 
everybody: It's nice to be there, realy, atthe epicenter of it al.” With 
the tempestuous relationship of Lucious and his gay son, Jamal Jussic 
Smollett, pire also boldly tackles homophobia in the black community, 
something rarely seen on network television. “Somebody wrote me a 
letter ater the second episode and they said that it gave them the strength 
tocome out to their parents," says Smollett on the sot, fighting back tears. 
“To me, it's such a blessing to he abe to play Jamal because it's making 
people somehow fel like they're not alone.” With so much attention and 
‘immediate suceess, Empires patriarehis determined not tobe dethroned. 
“L thought it would take a couple years [to bea hit] and maybe get alittle 
peak and then come back dovn," admits Howard. "I didn't know it would 
jump off from there. But now that such a huge audience has joined in to 
the dance and are following, I fol so responsible to keep them there.” 


+++ 


HE KING OF THIS EMPIRE LIKES HIS BEVERAGES 

‘sweet. “Bring mea tea with enough honey to choke 

Winnie the Pooh,” Howard tells a waiter at a café 

near Empire's production. It's the day before the 

aforementioned female fisticuffs, but Howard 

hhimsolf seems ready for some action. “It was a full 

‘moon last night,” he says. “That's why I'm so amped 

right now. It raises the water and bodily fluid. My 
son was conceived on the night of a full moon.” It quickly becomes clear 
that in person Howard is a fairly dramatic individual—a perfect fit for 
Empire's mereurial Lucious. So it's all the more shocking that the show 
almost passed him by. Daniels and Strong, who collaborated on 2012 
Butler and sold Empire to Fox as a hip-hop version of The Lion in Winter, 
were originally thinking of Wesley Snipes for the role. It was Henson, 
during Skype call with Daniels, who insisted that they look at her Hustle 
4 Flow costar: Says Daniels, “Iwas ike, ‘Wait a minute, girl, You don't even 
hhave the job and you're talking about who you want to work with?’” But 
Henson rightly realized that these two pivotal roles required the right 
actors and the right chemistry. "ust knew it had tobe him,” she explains 
during a day off from filming. “When I read the seript I was like, This is 
that deep love that you can't explain, that you just see, and Terrence 
and I have that for each other” ‘They'd like to make it clear, though, it's a 
nonromantic affection. “We're like father and daughter, mother and son, 
brother and sister” explains Howard, “We've never been lovers. When I 
was doing Hustled Flow, Iwas ike, know P'm playing this character right 
iffall my female co-leads want to sleep with me. Taraji was the only one 


coortes 
er eT “The stree' 


BATES 
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ain't made 
for everybody, That's why 
they made sidewalks.’ 


(Fromlett) 
Theenstot 
Emprewith 
‘guest stars 
“lenifer 
Hudson and 
Patt 
Late: 
Henson and 
Howard 
below Rita 
‘reina 


that didn't want to." Teases Henson, 
“I curse his ass out sometimes 
because he's a genius, you know, and 
thoy're a little off: He knows it, but I 
love him for it” 


Bat it wasn't just a reunion with 
Henson that lured Howard. The 
actor was interested in the risks that 
the writing took. “I've never seen a 
character on prime-time television 
that was outright homophobic, that 
didn't hide it, that hated white peo- 
ple, that didn't hide it, that was a 
beast to his children and didn't hide 
it? says the actor, 45.“T've never had 
an opportunity to do that.” Howard, 
who is planning to be even more 
involved in season 2's development, 
constantly pushes producers to ride 
as close to the edge as possible. “I'm 


“He's toughening up. 
He's becoming atop— 
that's what you gotta do 
tomakeitto thetop” 


full of Balmain, McQueen, and 
mink, Cook has become the heart 
nhc erg Henson ami 
taraking role, "The love 

for Cooke real anit pie 
the d-yearol, who has pion on 
her phone af fms young etldren 
dressed ike tle Cooien “The ft 
that people rush home (eo watch] 
beeausetey cant gt enough, a 
prety amasing, end Sha re 
nated fora Supporting Actres 
=a fr 20088 Me Curls Cas of 
vollett Benjamin Button, prefers not to dwell 
Behind prmlacadocte eal pportaiont 
The Music __ 2 stasiccatortiina tatywood 
“Yim working” ae sys Al a 
ginirends I know are worklng 0 
Ghinge are 050. hve thars aan 
things that could happen? Yes, but 
| cant wallow inthe mud” Stl, sho 
sep Ala declare haves 
fen aaking foe hee eamber yal 


EMPIRA 
TV—BUT THE SHOWS 
REATORS AND STA 
ALSO OUT TO CONQUE 

THE CHAR 


a As if Empire's drama pass it along toa buneh soundtrack March 10. ‘Scorsese? Spielberg?” sha says, 
produced byhitmaster | lene Chaiken (Terrence | thinking about what orked, it’s helping 

‘we break our stories in Empire's music the same about doing a live con- ‘Was built hy a multitude, Strong-and 
the room, we generate a ‘way it did Glee’s tunes, ‘cert series.” Cookie at Daniels are both creators and execu- 


careers, they delegated showrun- 
ning duties to Hene Chaiken (The L 
Word). “Part of my job of being a 
showrunner is knowing how to col- 


‘mad that we don't say —-- in the show Howard says. “Why is TV show. laborate with ereators and keep 
ing somothing different from the reality of the world? Why is there a thing thom involved in the process” says 
called censorship that stops people from hearing everyday talk? We use Chaiken. “It's not like they kind of 
n-— every day. Why aren't we using it in the show?” dumped it in my lap and said, ‘Have 

Henson is still wating on her thank-you gift for helping Howard land his fun!" While the soft-spoken Chaiken 
role. ("I told him a classic Chanel bag, the big one. I sent him a picture," might not seem like the obvious 
she says.) But she's found a pretty good consolation prize: Cookie has choice to shepherd an over-the-top 
become the show’ y breakout character. “It's this combination of hip-hop soap, she has surrounded 


Eleanor of Aquitaine and Mama Rose on crack meets Lee Daniels sist herself with the right collaborators. 
says Strong of the character's inspiration. A loyal mother lio with a closot “I really beliove that to write about 


“Better be glad Idon{t feel "Ga pease dont withheld your “The name 
like no scene today, ‘cause <  Hesyags-even trom hos aha he Cookie. » 
Til shut it down’ Toray. omen, Halla Ask about me’ 
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something with cultural specificity 
youneed to represent that culturein 
your room in a very deliberate and 
explicit way” she says. To that end, 
five out of seven of the show's writers 
are people of color who've worked on 
series like Nashville and Soul Food. 
Daniels admits he initially had a 
tough time releasing control and let 
ting others ster his project. “The tone 
isa very specific tone" says Daniels. 
“It's nuance of tragedy and humor 
and pain and laughter, and so it's a 
tightrope” But, he adds, “ fel good. 1 
feo! like my kids are off to college, and 
hhoney, I'm getting ready to lay back 
and go on vacation,” ‘The challenges 
‘and ambition of Empire are also what 


keep everyone fighting to do hetter, go bigger: “There are alot of cooks," says 
Grazer. “But t works and we're getting along t's like nitroglycerin. ts almost 
always ready to kind of low, but all of us are thrill seeker personalities. 


ACK ON THE SET, THE CATFIGHT IS STRETCHING 
into the early hours of the morning, Nearly all of the 
‘cast, including Smollet and Doubleday, have stuck 
around toboth watch the tussle and celebrate the sea 
‘son wrapping, Champagne and doughnutsare waiting 
courtesy of the studio. Iemaybe 
‘one is primed to party given that Empire has already 
been greenlit for a season 2 of 13 episodes, with an 
he remaining episodes aim to keep the loyal 

the back half of Emp takes it to another level, 
intensity-wisey" says Strong. “We really start to subvert your expectations of 
the characters. We start to deepen the eharacters and really ratchet up the 


30am, but every. 


option for nine more. 


fans shocked and satisfied, 


“swaightdownthe “Dead bitch walking, “Sha “You need to get La 
jump outthe window that’s me out this Cucaracha to clean up >> 
and straight down." here right now. ana: around here a bit. 
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Can Empire Change TV ? 


family conflict in a way whore it gots 

pretty profound. The show goes to 
= another level emotionally” 

DIVERSITY ON TV HAS BEEN A TALKING POINT FOR DECAL 


WITH THE RISE OF EMPIRE—AND OTHER GROUNDBREAKING HiT SHOWS— Empire's dysfunctional family 
IT'S FINALLY BECOMING A REALITY, ddynamies will got even more compli- 


cated by the finale, when the decision 
is finally made as to which son will 
run the company. Andre will con- 


executives this fall to 
scoop up more ideas 


Keating onal tinue to battle with cing biplar and 
ethnic experiences meet a music therapist, playe 
‘The most immedi. if therapist, played by 
eterno Hudson, who will be in thre epi 
Concert ict sodes Fans should also lod for an 
smncny appearance by Snoop Dogg 28 him- 
pearance by Snoop Dogs 
Geommaosone self and Mary J. Blige as a character 
dietgmore sere from Lucious past. "eases Chaiken, 
pa id Leis “She's playing a character very simi- 
Seay ie ae lar to herself but not herseé She 
Tiburon Woyane appears in a flashback? But at its 
pi Yodel core, Empire will always center on 
Ptente | New Gi Romario, the red-hot combustbe relationship 
emma | Paroct fe t of Cookie and Lcious."Eimpieis not 
alckattesl | tecktdataten pels pieremay sw ors 
‘parhenet ABC's gun-smuggling stlnyhenls mand Ooo 
ABC gunamvagin are golng to come back iogethar and 
aTieewevinde,. | anatetthanee | Mlaseaschthure lve happily ever afer says Chaiken 
Caterers, | bablgered tin thane grodal MAE, Woanap cee ma ths 
four shows, all star: before,” says one top pivot that’s been in And te i Ne alines ans a 
ring actors af color, talent agent. "Now ‘the works for a while. show's writers have painted them- 
muigesttange | weysciyenuaty | Exitos ke ABC selves into a corner by giving thee 
Gtetdrevsnce | Rectherawnane | Stador Purch sev pred hasea S ale Lee 
ff the eeacon in their ‘New titles in the ‘Moran (whose Murcer lees characte Lactous, 5 tereninal 
respective genres— pilot pipeline include signed Viola Davis illness...vell, just wait. “My response 
ABC's black-ish, Fresh ABC and NBC sit ‘even though the role [to that] is always watch and find 
Gttedeartie” | comeaeutelee | wantercenire oo 
tee aay siteckeomcs eck wera have say 
‘Murder, and, rocket- Jermaine Fowler and Jong been pushing As for season 2, Daniels, Strong, 
fototietopaiine | dered Garmichat | fertere colored and Chaiken wl meet soon to har: 
Gerachars art | rumpeciveranAic | costing utara Me ae rec ts 
Empire, Combined T\-seties remake of struck gold when ita. plan. of stink But 
with ABC's returning the film Uncle Buck they started letting pressure is on, and the east knows it, 
Mtsendel ta iharsibeakeame | tneeescte pian *Thind fel ke how Michael Jock. 
Solecivhaes waiscrane’” | cheecneuhe peeicbeipn beens 
turning performance tion af race and authentically capture g 
this season has. ‘sexuality with star ‘the experiences of a out and he had to come out with q 
sent Hollywood the Rockmond Dunbar diverse America. Says Bad" says Smollett. “Here we are 
Froateionis | cridumeiae | ieun-Mjhepet sell Hapa adie ingens 
Mencieaes | Setarietlen | scatoet at through the ft season and w' 
wants more diversity Allhave been in the ‘that We get to a point five monthe ont until we start the 
mervmepane” | gonna ac chevvaime hie second and miko, ‘What the hel 
memaumungice | yrortutiieaniia | pontaechilent Aiiats banana 
Roving | Fopicettimcows | Sclwahatenove il gunna do nant? Bassa 
become this obvious, new hits will help forward, like This. season is going to be very difficult to 
Meneuendie” | Gueodieelgering | lerowyhet wre top Luckily for viewer, the Lyon 
pencacoiay, | muearadeun’ | ade ante, pier dpa 


1 challenge. © 


“You gonna Ray Rice me’... “Dom foraetn “Just ‘cause Lasked 
«Tye faced bigger in prison eect ‘Jesus to forgive you don't 
with more talent, hitch! occasion? mean I do. 
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Kelly Clarkson 


“| don’t 
have 
a filter. 
Ora fake 
face.” 


Kelly Clarkson is through 
with breakup anthems on her sixth 
studio album, Piece by Piece 
But she isn’t done being honest 
about music, motherhood, and her 
career bucket list. ey apam markovitz 


Kelly Clarkson 
phatographed an 
Feb. 2.2015 at 
ack Block Guitars 
in Nashvile 


Piece by Piece has some 
rock, some quiet moments, 
and even some electro-pop. 
What was on your mind 
when you were making it? 


all-encompassing 
and majestic, even ft’ just 
Ina simple way. wanted t 


itwas 


‘My goal for every album 


ways to sound as live as 


‘ur ive shows are better than 
1! is alot af the tim 

Really? 
‘Yes! think the 


sit with them fora fe 
npliment | 

‘get—Hlovert, but thate tat 

ame time—is when 


and they'e ike, “Oh my 
Iver tm 


‘accomplish that? 
That's lke hearing, “You're 
betterooking in person” 
(Oh, yeah I get that, too. tm 


Now that you're married 
and have a baby [daughter 
River was born in June], ist 
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different finding inspiration 
In that versus feeding off of 
a confllct or a heartbreak? 
Its diferent. Ever since 
having River, and even just 
recording this album while 
boing pregnant, there's a 
certain level of vulnerabity 
and passion that ! never 
reached until now. don't 
know if et myself feo! that 
‘much or this way. She's made 
me abetter artist. And even 
having Chusband Brandon 
Blackstock’ two children] 
‘Seth and Savannah ia my 
Iifejust having kids, 
family, ts almost lke work 
now isa bonus instead of 

all that my fei. t makes it 
‘more passionate. 

How important ist to 

you for the music on 

your albums to be 
autobiographical? 

{have to have experienced it. 
Idon'thave a fer. Ora fake 
face. [Laughs] Basically what 
feeling comes through my 
eyes. And my mouth. And 
also, there's nothing worse 
than seeing some singer sing 
‘a torturous love song and you 
can obviously tol they've 
ever had thelr heart broken. 
Worst: Thing. Ever. It, ike, 
the bane of my existence, 
When most people think of 
a Kelly Clarkson song, they 
think of something that 
Pumps them up or helps 
them get through a tough 
time. Can you listen to your 
own stuff for that? 

(0h, no. By the time my 
‘music comes out, Ive listened 
tot somuch for mixing, tm, 
ready to vomit. 

‘So what do you do when you 
‘need a Kelly Clarkson song? 
ove Tave Lo. stillove 
Jagged Little Pil by Alaris, 
Morissette. love Joni 
Mitchel There are all these 
different ecards | put on, 
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‘Alot of conversations about 
‘music these days are about 
streaming and downloading 
and social media. s any of 
that exciting to you? 

ind social media exciting, 
‘And didet at first just 
because I fet ke it was alot 
of exposure for everyone. 
[But] you get to have direct, 
contact withthe fans. I's the 
kind of relationship that! 
think artists always want. 
try tostay on the positive 
side of. Because, honesty 
the other side—streaming, 
egal downloading, all that— 
I don't have the answer 

‘And that's not my job. rm a 
creative person. try to stay 
educated ont because lam 
‘a weiter, but not by any 
‘means going to solve tat the 
tend ofthe day, 

Youalso seem very honest, 
cntine, 

‘Anytime you see a tweet 
from my [account] that’s try- 
Ing to sell you something | 
tell my manager, “Nuteuh. fm 
‘not posting that. Yallhave to 
put Team KC’ on it” Anytime: 


“Icould make 
an R&B record 
or a big-band 
record. | don't 
have any 
boundaries.” 


you see "Team KC;' that's nat 
from me [personally] thave 
‘my own Twitter and Face 
book accounts It's cheesy If 
youre not the person doing it. 
Is that something you've 
had to push for in your 
career? To speak your mind 
Instead of reciting the 
‘company line? 

No, think pretty much 
‘came out ofthe womb Ike 
this, [Laughs] You can ask 
‘my mam—tve always been 
this kid. Maybe people don't 
Uke it, and maybe its hard 
pillto swallow sometimes 
when you work with me. 
‘might not have the most 
popular opinion, but ts my 
pinion. And think were all 
entitled to them. No one's 


‘ng to know how you feel 
for what you want unless 

you tell them, 

Your tours are so beautifully 
stripped-down—just you and 
‘band and your music. Do 
people ever push you to glitz 
Itup or wear a crazy outfit or 
bring a giant robot on stage? 
'No, get the opposite. try 
to do something cool and 
people will be lke, “You don't 
heed that because you're a 
‘great singer” And tm lke, 

“Oh, so fm being punished for 
that? Amazing! It not lke | 
‘want to float or anything! 
Even someone who can sing 
really wellloves a cool video 
‘moment. Like Sia on the 
Grammys. She's phenome- 
nal singer and songwriter, 
‘and! loved the drama of that 
performance. | saw Pink's 
Funhouse tour, | thought that 
‘was amazing. Also Ive seen, 
‘Adele just with her band on a 
stage na theater, and Ive 
seen Ed Sheeran with just 
him and his guitar an 
arena—t love all of those, 
Just love change. ke when 


i 


H 
? 


an artist takes risks and does 
something different. 

You've got an album and a 
tour this year, but Is there 
anything else on your 2015 
bucket list? 

Fm excited about working. 
"havent really worked in a 
Ite bit. And | know this 
sounds lke not the caolest, 
‘most rock and roll answer, 
but I really want to be a good 
‘mom. read everything | can 


only one | sing is “Heartbeat 


(From tet) ‘Sona, because she ives it 
ceatsie The chorus its, and shes 
performing in 
Rashvilelst —_allsmles. Other than that, 
year wining ye sung Lana Del ey to her, 
inb002 and Frank Sinatra lot of 

random stuft 
‘Are you still thinking about 
recording a country alburn? 
Definitely love to. This is 
the last record in my dal, 0 
lobviouslyam putting out a 
op record. And then who 
knows what wilhappen in 
the future?! ove country 
‘music man. Nove everything 
Honestly, could make an 
R&B record or abig-band 
recor. love al ifferent 
styles | don't know what! 
and doeverything|candoto come next dont have any 

‘mold thisitte Ife that's been boundaries or ints. 

aiven tome. You've sald before that 

Do you sing to her? you want to do Broadway 

On my God allthe time, She's someday. What role would 

probably going tohate music. you want to play? 

Tes funny, because you'd think I would love todo something 

singing to er would puter brand-new. think would 

tobed. Nope.Even when she be exciting tocreatea role. 
vwasa newborn fd try tosing And maybe thats because 
toher.andshe doesn't goto _—_—the musical! would want to 

sleep, Shejust stares at me, revive s Funny Gi. Shes a 

dont sing my music. The hard act to follow! [Laughs] 


Stories Behind the Songs 


“Miss Independent” 
2003 
“stil my favorite song 
live. For 17 yearsmy 
‘mom was in amarriage 
‘and didn’thave any edu 
ccation pasthigh school. 
‘Then she putherself 
through schooland had 
threskids, andit was 
‘very hard. Maybe she 
didn’t ake all the right 
decisions but that's 
‘what the cards were, 
‘andit was 0 inspiring 
formetowatch asakid.” 


“Breakaway” “Heartbeat Song” 
“Iwanted to goto 

college, but then, and then had a 
randomly, this git! ——Christmasalbum, and 
‘worked with at Six itseemed ike agreat 
Flagsin Texas was way toreintroduce 


‘utof the bubble! was 
Inand! tried some- 
thing that everyone 
thought failat. Sot 
think this 


“Run Run Run” 
feat. John Legend 


“vo actually had this 
conhold since my last 
tour with Maroon. 
Rewasn't written 

duet, but wanted to 
makoit one, This is 

{going tosound horrible, 
buttherstenottons of 
‘great male [voices] in 


bbroughtit.I'savery 
‘sexy song and lovait” 


Hust relate to that character, 
‘and!ve loved it since | was a 
tte gir. ve always kind oF 
been that awkward gi that 
stood out—in not such a 
‘reat way sometimes. 
You've been in the business 
for nearly 13 years now. At 
32, what would you whisper 
Into your own ear if you 
could time-travel back to the 
Idol stage on the night of 
your finale? 

‘Sometimes think | wouldve 
been ike, "Run! Just be a 
lounge singer in a bar some- 
Where!" fm one of those 
people who really feo! 
what everyone else's putting 
out there. So can go down a 
rabbit hole real quick when: 
things are just super nega- 
tive. This industry can be very 
crowded by things that other 
people are into but Fm not: 
who people are dating, or 
Whoever shaved thalr head. 
‘don't care! [Laughs] don't 
‘want tobe inthe bottom bar 
Of CNN going across the 
screen, So | would whisper to 
myself, “Stay focused on 
‘what youlove” And have. 


“Invineible’ 
2015 

“Move ia! [Siaco-wrote 
the song] Music is 


that—theidoa of over- 
coming something. 


OSCARS 
w 2015 % 


The Show You 


ever See 
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DY orcane 201s 


“WHERE ARE THE ORINKS?!” 
YY & 7 Sey 
SSR coc AMIR onciro G. Lnderitu 
SSE stac MMMM eatre in search ofa 
SOS Hc Lad j OUI thied trophy of the 
hc Best MAMMA for Birdman—and 
Oy asked VMERMEMP ne around him was 
HAAG iy thinking. 

Birman, eerily, seemed to predict what the nominees 
‘wore thinking all night. The film tells the surreal saga of 
washed-up star desperate for respect. He wants to say 


something meaningful, to bare his true self, even ifhe 
has to strut around in his underwear todo it. On Feb, 22, 
both on stage and off, that became a theme of Oscar 
night: Speak out, Make a mark. Be remembered, 

For the most part, the winners did that, even if 
fowor people were watching. After arise in the ratings, 
the past two years, the show dropped to 36.6 million 
viewers, 17 percent decline from 2014. Osear produc 
crs Neil Meron and Craig Zadan, who have overseen 
all three of those years, anticipated that fall. None 
of the Best Picture nominees, apart from American 
Sniper, were blockbusters, likely to 
tune in. As host, Neil Patrick Harris brought some 


0 fans were les 


literal magie to the show, but it was his own run 
through the theater in tighty-whities that made view 
ers realize he had something up his, um, sleeve 

‘That featherlight moment stood in sharp contrast to 


night that a times scemed to stagger under the weight 
of Important Issues, Seconds hefore he came bounding 
backstage for the last time, Indrritu had ealled for 


respect for the contributions of immigrants in the US, 


Congratulations to Eddie Redmayne 
for winning an #0sear for playing 
fein The Theory of Everything. Well 

ie, im very pro of yoa. SH 


ean Aland lait 


The tation Game Graham Moore 


THE 


Witwers 


a Poland) Pawel Paulitowsh 
‘The Grand upest Hotel Adan Siotusen, Anna Pi 
‘Gis Hine Veteran ress Elen Gootenbery Ken, Dana Ferry 


a Lesher, mes W. Stated Aldana iret Hn 
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crowd when 
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SHOWSTOPPER No. 1 


THE CROWD IS 
MOVED TO TEARS 
“The audence leap tots fet after 
John Legend, Comme, anda boom 


because the struggle fr just 
sight now” Legend sai “March on 
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When Gm 
azingo met 
‘dla Dazeem. 
Sonn Travolta 
and ina Menzel 
shared slaugh 
afte presenting 
Original Song 
Corpresentrs 
Naor! Watts 
nd Benedict 
Cmberbateh 
prepared to 
Elebrate 
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particularly those from his native 
Mexico. Patricia Arquette, who 
earned Best Supporting Actress 
honors for Baylood, used her time 
on the world’s most glamorous 
soapbox to call for equal pay for 
women, Graham Moore, after 
receiving the Adapted Screenplay 
award for The Imitation Game, 
revealed that as a teenager he 
tried to take his own life. Best 
Documentary Short co-winner 
Dana Perry (Crisis Hotline: Vter- 
‘ans Press.) spoke of her son, who 
hhad committed suicide. Best Org 
nal Song co.winner John Legend 
(Glory, from Selma) pointed out 
that more black men are incareer 
ated today than were under 
slavery in 1850, Meanwhile, Best 
Actor Eddie Redmayne, who 


portrayed physicist Stephen 
Hawking as he battles ALS in The 
Theory of Everything, and Best. 
Actress Julianne Moore, who 
played a woman facing early-onset 
Alzheimer's disease in Still lice, 
both dedicated time at the mic to 
with 


the real people grapplin 
their characters! illnesses, 

Whew. Luckily, the emotional 
freight they unloaded on stage 
left them buoyant off it, and the 
evening teemed with quirky inter 
actions: most sweet, some just 
plain odd. And Harris kicked off 
the evening with just the right 
amount of weirdness 


JUST BEFORE 5:30 P.M. the host 
walks out of his dressing room, 
singing. He belts out nonsense 


inode Nell Patrick 
Hares 


NPH launches into 


NPA 


re) 


} 4 
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warm-upsashestrolistothes 
for his opening number flanked 
by old-timey gangsters, Roman 
soldiers, sailors, and one other 
fighting Force: stormtrooper. 
‘Almost 15 minutes later, Best 
Supporting Aetor winner J.K. 
Simmons (Whiplash) launches 
what will become a night of 
heartfelt speeches by urging 
everyone to call their parents. 
Backstage afterward, he doesn't 
say much, He nods “thank you" to 


‘everyone who congratulates him, 
bout mostly keeps his head down 
to avoid stepping on the train 


PATRICIA 4 PREZ 


AWRITER BARES 

HIS SOUL 

Graham Moore, Bast Adapted Screen 
lay winner for The Imitation Game, 
admitted to attempting suicide when he 
was 16" would prefer not fakin 

too much deta about the experience 
Itself he told EW the day after the cere 
‘mony."it had been bul fora while 
and. dominating my thoughts er slong 
it hay baled over” Now 33, Moore 
stilbattes severe depression and says 
he fees kinship with Alan Turing, 

the gay WW code breaker atthe heart 
‘of Gamevwho ded st of an parent 
suicide "Tm not gy, but don thnk you 
have tobe gay tohave agay hero” 


BEST 
SUPPORTING 
ACTIVIST 


Reading her remarks froma. 
crumpled sheet of pape, as she's 
stan done this avira Seon, 
Stet weaken the thrust of Parcs 
Arquette’ erce advocacy for 
‘women's ghts "t's our me to 
have wage equaty once and for 
all sai the Best Supporting 
Betres winner atthe climax of 
her esp 8asecond speech Fellow 
nominee Mery tree, Iterally 

tn the edge of her seat, gestured 
her support frm the frat row. 
Arguette achieved something rare 
among Oscar speech gers power 
Ful connecting her olen a movie 
(as Boyhoed’s werking mam) to 
herroleas human beng 


NPH mangas 


EDGE-ee-0h four 


Oprah 2 LEGO Sherdoe 7 
‘Dana Perry 0 
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BASED ON THE BEST SELLING NOVELS BY MICHAEL CONNELLY 
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of presenter Lupita Nong. 
(Ho's not rushing, but her gown 
is dragging) 

While Will Arnett, who voiced 
Batman in The LEGO Movie, 
finishes the performanee of that 


film's Best Song nominee, “Every. 
thing Is Awesome," dressed in full 
Dark Knight regalia, Captain 
America star Chris Evans comes 
backstage to prepare for his 
‘own presentation. Warned that 
there's potential for a DC/Marvel 
throwdown, Evans puts up his 
dukes, “Let me at him!” he says, 
“He's going dawn!” 

‘About 20 minutes later, Harris 
bursts from his dressing room into 
crowded backstage area wearing, 
his underwear for his parody of 
the famous scene in Birdman. Most 


of what viewers saw on television 
was prerecorded, so as it plays, 
there, in his, 


Harris just stan 
briefs, watching it on the monitor 
He shifts from foot to foot before 
rushing on stage to complete the 
segment live 

‘After Arquette wins, the 
actré 


, tough as nails during 
her aceeptanee speech, literally 
swoons as she passes through the 
curtain backstage. “Oh my God, 
she says. “I might faint 

‘At7357 pam. before Idina Men. 
zel and John ‘Travolta take the 


stage—their surprise reunion 
after Travolta bungled her name 
as“Adole Dazeem” last year—the 


(Gaga made me want to 


climb # mountain, She also 


nora, 


Stream und I don't even kno 


THE HILLS ARE ALIVE! WITH LADY GAGA 

“Te telecast was nearing the tres hour mark when twas jolted by Lady Gaga 
bolting aut a foursmanute medey from The Sound of Music-Te pop starhas been 
inatradtional mead ately—her album of American songbook duets with Tony 
Bennett ust eared her aGrarenybut the Oscar performance stl topped expe 
tations Her valce was a tury asa dasa wrapped self around. ish 
cent for just height grande: When i as over te singer wasin tears fy 
3 dumbfounded Jule Andrews was saying, "Dear Lady Gaga-ch my God” andthe 
ucence wondered they witnessed the immaculate reconcepton ofa superstar 


Director winner 
‘leandre 6. 
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“theendf the 
duo rehearse their redemption oad which 
is fontase 
routine, right down to his odd Penrared 
caressing of her chin venture 

o i 
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‘MUCH MORE 
THAN DOUGH 


We get our cookie dough from our Caring Dairy means happy cows, happy 
Vermont neighborsat Rhino Foods, farmers and a happy planet. And buying, 


who help folks learn job skills © from small family farms means a happy 
build new lives 


WE'REA 
) CERTIFIED 
BCORP 


‘We Titiour business in a socially ‘We source ingredients, 


responsible way, meeting rig . that are not genetically 
standards of accountability and ‘modified. 


environmental performance. 


FAIRTRADE \BINGJIERRY 5 


DENSE, 
INGREDIENTS 


MOTAIRY ( 


We don't add a lot of air to our 
pints. Which means rich & 
creamy ice cream, heavy pints, 
and more bent spoons. 


which assures farmers 

a fair price and benefits 
their families, communities, 
® the environment. 


“All ingredients in our products that can be traded in compliance with Fairtrade standards are, In Chocolate Chip Cookie Dough, 
all covoa, sugar and vanilla are traded in compliance with Fairtrade standards, total 69% excluding liquid ingredients, 
Visit www.info.fairtradenet. See our packaging for more details. 
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and Common emerge backstage, . 
oiormemn'see: — Practice Makes 


IN AS THE SHC 


joined you at the club!” he says, 
Spencer nods, closing her eyes, 
‘You're in the lub," she tells him. 


‘As the evening continues, Qennune 
Graham Moore bounees back. During er wal 


Brough the day 
before the cer 
Oprah Winfrey was 
fall questions 
forNel Patrick 
Hare How much 
time Ee rehears: 
ale take up? she 
sted NPH sighed. 
“Ths takes the 
better gart ofa 
month he sald 
When Wintrey 
eked what be 

was mast ooking 
forward to, NPH 
sighed again. tm 
most excted about 
geting tothe fst 
fommercal break” 


stage with his Adapted Sereenplay 
prize. Still trembling from his 
intimate onstage revelation, and 
his eall to misfits everywhere to 
“stay weird," he doesn't realize 
that he has sped off stage without 
his winning envelope until his 
presenter, Oprah Winfrey, chases 
him down witht 

www, thank you..Oprah?" he 
says, breaking into a smile as she 
hhands i to him, While they talk, he 
continues to add a question marl 


ater her name as if he cant quite 
believe she's there and tending to 
dim, "Oprah? Isso niee of you to 
think ofthis” 

Later, the other Moore— 
Julianne—shutfles int the wings Beis intl 
ater her win, clutching her trophy ety presented 
like she's afraid it might hy out of pescongralscerpay 
hr bands. She sles so wide her Te had ony one note for 

theproducers "Wy a 
Yallying Janes Brown 


eyes are squinted shut, causing 


her to trip over a snat of eables mitra 

silinontorcage 
leading tothe eamera tracking her atten bee 
“1 cant bliove this is happening!” ‘rob sie eng 
‘she squeals, regaining her footing. ieee toc 


{ated single from the 80s 
Last year's Best Actor, Matthew “Play Party Althe Time 


rare aga For he vith lom Gaziga, and (vores Graham Moore 


longer If thats true, td relly tke to 
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Biotruth #23 


Staying up late to see who wins 
“Best Picture" can make you 
B | O want to lose your lenses. 


true Biotrue* keeps your lenses going. It's the only! contact 7 


lens solution that works like your eyes with the same BIOTRUE 
pH and lubricant they have naturally. Blotrue helps 


ue 
5 keep contacts moist for up to 20 hours wearing 
. lenses is easier on your eyes. a a 
Don't blame your contacts. Switch your solution, 
Go to BiatrueChallenge.com. 
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‘onthe scene at 
‘the Oscars 
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publicist, 
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BURNING 
QUESTION 


How oid NPH 
pulloff that 
tik with his 
predictions? 


for Animated Feature. 


[O "I's been an incredible experienc” Best Actress nomi 
pet before the show "But ha 
Boia, which starts tomar” 


MeConaughey, keeps his eye on 
‘the train other gown as she hinges 
forward into the arms of Cate 

Blanchett.“ rerything’ 
Moore asks. “Did I remember to 
say my kids’ al happen: 
It does, Which is why Indrritu 
seems determined to make it lat. 

tandling in the wings of the st 

after his Best Pie win, the grinning 
director throws one arm around 
his cast member Emma Stone 
and the other around her eostar 
Andrea Riseborough. “I want tobe 
he says, hoisting 

look good, right?’ 

as gold, buddy 


OSCAR STYLE 


Bustles, Beads, 
and Déja Vu 


‘THESE WOMEN STUNNED ON THE RED CARPET— 
NOT ALWAYS IN A GOOD WAY—AND GAVE US FLASHBACKS TO. 
UNFORGETTABLE GOWNS FROM OSCARS PAST, 


_and-erystal embroidery: “They worked soven days. 


em anon wi Lady Gages the 
peor anen near Toren nA tn ofc 
ttt 000 bourbon neta 


‘week, 2 hours around the clock says stylistforeman 
‘Brandon Maxwell. Gaga's glam squad had lighter 
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LUPITA NYONG’O 


SHE BROUGHT No BACKUP PEARLS. Wh more than 6000 natural 
beads in five sizes on Nyon’ dress by designer Franses 
Costs, youd think she would have avoided parison her foot — 
particularly as she served asthe frst presenter But even her 
Nicholas Kirkwood slingbacks were Swarayski-pearladen. 


Rewinns 
SOE 


ROSAMUND PIKE 


‘THE BATTLE OF who wore the gown with the most blood, sweat, 
tnd teary sewn ight in was won by nominee Pike and ber 
Iandoal 


orseted ereation, With thousands af roses wrapped 
around her body—stitched over and over with sparking 
thread —the dress tok 2,000 hours to complete 


REMINDS 
SOE 
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A 3D WHITE SMILE ISN'T 
JUST WHITE. IT'S STRONG. 


D Wh 
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FELICITY JONES EMMA STONE 


SOME DRESSES COME WITH instructions In nominee Jones! 
case, hat might inelade “Sit earefull” The Alexander McQueen 
‘gown did noed a wide berth, a it incorporated ruching, a ebest 
plate embellished with what the house ealled "2D flower 
embroidery and a really full skirt And pockets. With pears. 


‘weighs 10 pounds: 
Aniston, who picked up Stone like a child onthe red earpet. 


REMINDS 
SOF, 


REMINDS 
SOF, 


_—_ A. 
Started my Camry, 
Rescued a dog. 
Searched for the owners, 
Uncovered a plat, 
Escaped with the evidence. 
Took a leap of faith, 
Left them all behind. 
Kept the dag, 


THEBOLDNEW 


CAMRY 


ONE BOLD CHOICE LEADS TO ANOTHER. 


Focus 


STARRING Will Smith, Margot Robbie 
DiRECTED BY Glen Ficarra and 
John Requa 

RALHR, 44 MINS, 


HERE'S A SCENE EARLY ON in the new con-artist 
caper Focus where Will Smith's smooth-as- 
cashmere grifter Nicky teaches Margot Robbie's 
‘wannabe hustler Jess about the art of misdirection, 
She's just tried, unsuccessfully to scam him, not 

Janowing that he'sa scammer himself And rather than eal the 

cops or simply tll her to beat it, he decides to take pity on her 

with a tough-love tutorial ticking off every mistake she made. 

“It'sa game of focus,” he tlls her. As Nieky dispenses valuable 

lessons of the trade, his quicksilver fingers have their own 

agenda. He boosts her watch, relieves her of her purse, and 
even surreptitiously places his hand on a part of her body that 
rarely gets explored on a first date—even one as unusual as 
this. From that fizzy, pheromone-soaked early moment, it's 


clear not only that these two fimflammers will 
fallin love but also that she will be his undoing, 
‘She'll make him lose his focus 

‘That most of what follows the opening meet- 
crute sequence is fairly predictable isnt acrime, 
exactly But itis slightly disappointing. Part of 
the deal that moviegoers make when they buy 
tickets to soe a movie ike The Sting ar House of 
Games is that we know going in that we're 
about to be played for suckers. That's part of 
the thrill. We want to be swindled. But unlike 
those other, sharper celluloid long cons, Foeus 
Jacks elegance and jeweler precision. Instead of 
‘making you dizzy with the kind of smart double 
crosses that leave you patting for your wallet 
on the way out of the theater, it just piles on 
more and more twists, each more implausible 
than the last. You roll your eyes when you 
should be gasping for air 

What keeps the film humming along as 
smoothly as it does is the chemistry and cha- 
risma ofits leads, It’s been a while since Smith 
‘was given arole as charming and loose as Nick. 
Maybe as far backas Men in Black Il And here, as 
hh takes in all othe angles sizing up a potential 
‘mark, he radiates the same unflusterable Cary 
Grant cool that once made him the biggest box 
office draw on the planet. When he opens his, 
‘mouth, out pour jazzy arias of Soderbenghian 
wise-guy patter: Ita gas to see that guy again. 
‘As ess, Robbie turns out to be a fast and fleet 
sakout performance 
wife in 2013's The 
‘Wolf of Wall Street, she proved that she could be 
calculating, vulnerable, and easy on the eyes. 
But the actress manages to pall off something, 
trickier as Jess—you're never 100 percent sure 
whether she's being played or doing the play- 
ing, whether she's the eat or the mouse. 

‘The movie's essentially split into two halves. 
"The first is Jess’ babe-in-the-woods baptism 
into Nicky's ring-a-ding world of vice—a world 
that seems surprisingly free of real danger: He 
introduces her to his colorful posse of criminal 
ddballs—such as the hulking and harmlessly 
Jewel Farhad (Adrian Martinez)—and teachesher 
how to pick pockets on Bourbon Street during 
Super Bow! weekend, Jessturns outtobe sucha 
quick study, Nicky knows he's doomed, The sec- 
cond half, which reunites Smith and his merry 
band of pranksters in Buenos Aires during a 
Formula One event, is where the flm runs out of 
fs. Nicky hasbeen hired by a race-team owner 
(Rodrigo Santoro) for a high-tech scheme to 
sabotage his rivals. But the subsequent scores, 


Robbieand 
Reaige 
Santoro 


so overworked and needlessly byzantine that it 
fools as if writer-directors Glenn Fiearra and 
John Requa (Crazy, Stupid, Love.) weren't con- 
fident enough in their einematie shell game and 
stuffed the entire plots of all three Ocean's 
movies into the last 40 minutes, Thanks to 
‘Smith and Robbie, its stil a sexy, satisfying ride. 
Butit’s also a con that could've used alittle less 
‘misdirection anda little more focus. B 


‘THIS FILM CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING: 
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Jesus 


Jetty Hunter 
ing of Kings 
sen 


‘his trendsetter 
brought the best 
tidings—not to 

‘mention eteral 


GANDALF ex. RACHEL MANNUS 
Jan Mekellen EX.TheExtra- Julia Roberts 
TheLord ofthe Terrestrial 982) —_Flatiiners 0990) 
Rings:The Two Drew Barrymore’ Onanehand she 
Towers 2002) crying face wil hat teal face 
Netoniyaidthe foreverbeburned past rauma.On 
wizard get a intoourbraine——theother she got 
Second chance,e Good thing dosure. Alina 


Sclvabon-withhis gotasummenj ET. woke up. ‘yng wasnt aad 


return 


me wardrobe oo. experience 


HARRY POTTER 
Daniel Radcliffe 
Mary Potter and 
the Deathly 
Hallows: Part 2 
cou) 


iil 
basically hobby 


Keanu Reeves 
The Matrix 1999) 
Coming batkt fe 
was ust Neos first 
teas the One 
‘nd considering 
the ing. not 
that impressive. 


ELEKTRA 


Jennifer Garner 
Eiektra 2005) 
True to comes 
lore the Jenifer 
arr character 
was revved fora 
spin-of though 
maybe he was 
batter off dead 


Two irresistible flavors 


T carit believe theyre making Hey. I know those guys. 


‘@ megastar like me do this, 


REVIEWS MOVES 


In The Lazarus Effect, Olivia Wilde plays a scientist who dies, crosses over, and comes back..changed. 
Here are some other movie characters (ghosts and zombies not included) who've gotten a second 
chance at life, How they use that chance ranges from messianic to murderous. KEVIN P. SULLIVAN 
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CHEV CHELIOS —-MADELINE THEMONSTER GAGECREED —20E JASON VOORHEES 
JasonStatham — “SHTON Boris Karloff Miko Hughes tivia Wide Graham 
Cranks High Mery\streep Frankenstein PetSematary = TheLazarus Jason ives: 
Voltage 2009) Death Becomes a0) 0989) Etfect (2015) Friday the 13th 
Offical explana. Her as9a) Some Frankenstein Noparentshould ‘Resurrecton-Just art VIG986) 
onforresurec- Hey youd trade creatonsrealyare haveto see Sne of theperts of Recipe farcoming 
theFrankenstein” tor: Made enough yoursoulforeter- that bad thelr childretum strict vegan dct, Back tlie one 
family are ba money toustiya nal youth to if you fromthe dsadta we quess, fence post one 
Some cancealy  Sequellleete——_coudook as good became a scalpel bat fighting 
dance heart. 3s Mery does weing psycho, bine and serve, 


under 200 calories. 


T dorit (rke the way people are looking at us. 
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REVIEWS: 


LHR, 32 MINS, 
Fvenever been the 
biggest Luc Besson 
fan, but when you see 
someone else wit- 
lessly trying to ape his 
badass bare-knuckle- 
babes formula from 
La Femme Nikita 

and Lucy, you gain a 
certain respect for 
haw wellhe pulls it 
off. In Joe Lynch’ one= 
note orgy of winking 
sadism, Salma Hayek 
plays a sex slave who 
unleashes bloody 
payback on an Asian 
‘Mob boss wha's kept 
her locked up in an 
apartment forfour 
years. But with so 
little backstory and 
character depth it's 


‘nothing more than a 
pointless exercise in 
brutal nasty style 

Chris Nashawaty 
hiv 


AHR, aa MNS, 
Heartbreaking, infur- 
ating, and unmissable. 
Documentarlan Kirby 
Dick, wha took on rape 
inthe US. military in 
2012 acclaimed The 
Iovisible War, tums to 
the epidemic of sexual 
assault on American 


Lazarus Efecto. 
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college campuses— 
and the thorier issue 
cofhow and why 
schools dont prose- 
‘ute or even pursue 
the vast majority of 
reported cases. The 
emotional pullof the 
personal stories here 
Is undeniable but the 
hard data is equally 
damning: Brick by 
brick, Hunting care 
fully and methodically 
bulls the case that 
anintegral pat of our 
higher-education 
system int just 
blemished but broken. 


Salma Hayek in Every 


We need to ix it 
—Leah Greenblatt 


LHR, $1 MINS, 
Bruce Wagner has 
built awaiting career 
onteling us what we 
already know: LAs 

a tone vipers nest of 
shallow narcissists and 
seekers of spintual 
hokum. But why a 
tdrectoras smart as 
David Cronenberg 
would be drawn to such 
pseudo-profundity is 
anyone's quess.tn the 


excruciating Maps to 
the Stas, the duo try 
toskewer Tinseltown 
with an overlapping 
cast of desperate, 
rname-dropping 
hedaniss, including 
Jullanne Moore as an 
Insecure actress John 
Cusackasa self-help 
charlatan, and Mla 
Wasikowska asa mys- 
terious new arval to 
planet Hollywood. The 
goal heres cynical 
satite The result, 
sadly just ayawn. 

—Chris Nashawaty 
Boy 


LHR, 40 MINS. 
Inthis dead horse of a 
Westem, Hannibal's 
Mads Mikkelsen stars 
asa Danish settler on 
the 1870s American 
frontier who slays the 
‘man wha savaged his 
wife and son. Now he 
‘must face the scoun- 
drels brother Uetfrey 
Dean Morgan), arate 
lawman-sadist whom 
Unforgivens Gene 
Hackman or Dead- 
woods lan McShane 
would hurl through, 
the nearest barn door 
without spiling their 
tin cups of coffee. The 
‘movie's boringly vic 
lent and glum, butas a 
‘mute widow with a 
kl glare, the inimi- 
table Eva Green pro 
Vides its one shard of 
campy color. With this 
andher fireball workin 
last year’ lousy 300 
and Sin ity sequels, 
Green is ofialy the 
worlds best actress 
Inbad movies 

Joe McGovern ta 


a a s) 
Television 


Man on Earth 
Debuts March 1, 9 p.m. 


FOX 
By Jeff Jensen 


aftermath of a pandemie. He finds none, and so 
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ho retires as many snowbirdsin thei twilight 
do, to Avizona, where he moves into an aban- 
doned MeMansion with a host of cultural 
treasures he's purloined during his travels. 
Van Gogh's Irises. King Tut's sarcophagus. An 
Osear or two, He kills time bowling, drinking, 
grocery “shopping” in his underwear, 
critiquing ‘Tom Hanks’ survival strategies in 
Cast Away, pining for female companionship, 
and drinking some more. And then alot. Until 
the day comes when he decides to give up 
and kill himsel. 

‘The Last Man on Barth s the ultimate Gen-X. 
dystopian fantasy, but with a sober twist that 
rakes it more like that Twilight Zone episode 
about Burgess Meredith after the apocalypse, 
tallored toa hyper-relational social-media age 
Hooray! Phony, rotten civilization has finally 
fallen away! We ean play with our toys and tal 
about pop culture and just hang out and el. 
except everyone's dead. Womp-womp! 

Dover, hu? Excopt it's not. The Last Man 
on Earth isa comedy, and possibly one of the 
season's best new shows. (Fox supplied only 
too episodes for review, hence the “possibly” 
hedge.) Will Forte, the show's creator and 


The first two 
episodes 

demonstrate 
huge imagi- 
nation for 

entertaining 
scenarios 

that express 
Phil's 
existential 
struggl 


Battle 
Creek 


Debuts March, 
10pm. 

ces 

By Molissa Maerz 


CBS HASBILLED Battle Crockas anew cop show 
“rom Vinee ign, the ereatrof Breaking Bad” 
‘That's bound to raise expectations for the series, 
‘hich follows the Battle Creek PD's resident 
‘grump Rass (Dean Winters) and his too-good- 
at-everything partner, Milt Josh Duhamel), an 
FBLagent from Detroit who has moved in aeross 
the hall. Unfortunately ke Mit,’ also too ood 
toe true. Gilligan first developed the project 
for CBS in 2002 and hasn't been involved inthe 
day-to-day sinee then. Co-creator David Shore 


star, gifted at character-oriented comedy and 
poignancy (se: his eight seasons on SNL; his 
revelatory big-screen turn in Nebraska), keeps 
Phillight, geounded, afacting. Phe images are 
bbreakdawn poetic, the pacing is brisk, the tone 
is grtty.swoet. There's a great scene when 
Phil engages a mannequin with romantic 
hanter and convinces himself of having a 
genuine moment of human connection until 
4 gag shatters the illusion. The direction by 
Phil's namesakes, Phil Lord and Chris Miler 
(The LEGO Movie cveators), the performance 
by Porte, and the timing are just perfect. "You 
win” Phil sighs to the heavens. “You win." It 
hilarious and heartbreaking all at ence. 

‘The first two episodes demonstrate huge 
imagination for entertaining scenarios that 
express Phils existential struggle. There are 
things we can't discuss here for spoiler rea- 
sons, things that take the show deeper that beg. 
reflection on the point and value of societal 
rulesand norms. If Team Forte ean sustain the 
ingenuity, surprises, and craftsmanship, The 
Last Man on Barth, a profoundly funny comedy 
about the least funny of thin 
might live long and prosper: 


(House) does his best to reinvigorate the pood- 
cop-bad-cop premise with dark humor, afew 
unexpected characters (Meredith Baton is 
charming as a four-foot-tall forensics expert 
who has her equipment retrofitted for her 
height), and cases you won't see on NCIS, such 
as the cartel that trades in maple syrup, (That 
episode features eook:lab POV shots that are 
cither intentional callbacks to Breaking Bad or 
rip-offsofit) But whenever Battle Creo tres to 
upend cop-show tropes it winds up reinforcing 
them. The pilot pokes fan at Russ’ instant, 
Sherlock Holmes-style analysis ofthe crime 
scene, only to prove him right inthe end, and 
some of the hard-boiled dialogue could've been 
‘written by a fourth-grade Raymond Chandler 
“1 smell something funny, 1 don't shrug and 
‘walk away" Russ snarls. “1 try to igure out who 
farted.” Questions raised about Milt’ past 
might soon complicate those clichés. (Is it a 
‘go0d-cop-bad-eop drama if Milt isn’t really 
ood? Discuss) Until then, though, isthe same 
buldy-cop show that's been airing for decades. 
Inthe aftermath of Breaking Bad, which revlu- 
tionized the erime drama, Battle Creek stil els 
today lke a procedural from 2002 C+ 
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Everything 
she knows, 
she learned 
on the moon. 
verything 
she believes 
is a lie. 


“Fans of Orson Scott 
Card's Ender's Game, 
Veronica Roth’s Divergent 
and Marie Lu’s Legend 
should flock to this 
well-written debut." 
School Library Journal 


“I loved the story!" 
—Christopher Paoiini 
New York Times bestselling 
author of Eragon 


CONSTANCE WU 


Making Waves on the Boat 


Astough-love matriarch Jessica on Fresh Off the Boat, Wu has emerged as 
thehilarious steely heart and breakoutof the ABC sitcom (Tuesdays, 


8pm). The 26-y 


Meeting her match 
Constance Wu, who has appeared on 
Law & Order: SVU and One Life to Live 
the immediately connected 
‘with her unconventional character: 
“Nahnatehka [Khan] had written very 
‘strange lines for Jessiea that for some 
reason made total sense to me," Wa. 
recalls of the pilot seript. As she went 
about developing Jessiea, Wu worked 
hard to avoid stereotypes: “Iwanted 
to make sure none of the jokes came 
from cheap or tacky places” 
Bonding with the family 
‘The actress has nothing but praise 
for onsereen husband Randall Park 
(The Interview), whom she calls the 
‘best costar” she's ever had. “He's 
funny, and he’s generous with work 
ing off eurveballs that you throw at 
him” As for her TV kids—Hudson 
Yang, Forrest Wheeler, and lan 
‘Chen—Wu, child actor herself, was 
pleasantly surprised by their level 
hheaded approach. “The best thing 
about working with them is that 1 
nover felt that they were stage kids" 


-ar-old actress tells EW how she doesit. -KEVIN P, SULLIVAN 


she says. “Instead of treating this like 
professional employment, they 
treated it like it was just fun” 
Nailing the tone 

"Though chef Eddie Huang has voiced 
concerns about his memoir being 
watered dawn to fit the networlsiteam 
formula, Wuis taking a balanced 
approach. “Ihe honest, We did 18 ep: 
ssodes,and there are some episodes 
‘that soem like Edic’s family is sort of 
‘platform for writers’room jokes," she 
says. “But we do have episodes that 
are trying to be new and authentic 
and bold and challenging to people's 
pereeptions. We have both, and to me 
that's 2 great place to be when you're 
trying to make a network show out 
of such a unique voice as Eddie's 
Finding the fun 

Of course it’s hardly all business on 
set. Infact, Wu admits that she and 
Park struggle to keep a straight fee 
around Lucille Soong’s Grandma 
‘Huang. “She doesnt tallctoo much, 
‘but when she does, it'sa real zinger 
She's kind ofa gangsta, you know?” 


natance WuyForrest Wheeler, 
Hudson, andtan chen 


Discover the hit 
psychological thriller 


Lecture V: Post resection brachytherapy & CO? laser rese‘ 


ee “A TWISTY, 


FReceve ner tom ope res ROLLER COASTER 
r RIDE OF A DEBUT.” 


—LISA GARDNER 
#1. NEW YORK TIMES 
BESTSELLING AUTHOR 


“COMPARISONS TO 
GONE GIRL AND 


- : THE SILENT WIFE 
This Is Geena Davis’ Brai ARE DESERVED.” 


This Is Geena Davis’ Brain on TV. —HUFFINGTON POST 


How the actress’ real MRI scans ended up on Grey's Anatomy 


GEENA DAVIS CAME to Seatti’s ‘who runs the study, which also 
Grey Sloan Memorial with one very includes musidans Stewart Copeland 
handy tool in her medical bag. ‘and Moby, among others, “Ninety: 
‘After learning that her character five percent of the people in the 
Dr.Herman,a curmudgeon ofa fetal world fit inthis box, but not Geena” 
surgeon, had a basebal-size brain For another, Davis has increased 
tumor, the 59-year-old offered to development in a location of her gray 
let the show use her reab-lfe brain matter that regulates and inhibits 
scans as props (the tumor was impulse—e, it's easier for her to 
‘added in ater). Davis had these control movement and nonverbal 
cerebral snapshots readlly available expression—which basically means 
thanks to a UCLA-based research her superbrain helped her win an 
study called the Big C Project ‘Academy Award, Talk about a 

The study, which aims to igure out beautiful mind, NATALIE ABRAMS 


immediately game—she'd been a 

‘age after watching an episode of oe 

‘swear | walked around very care- t 

that it didn't fit in the box doctors: Be eo cE 


Now available in 
paperback. 


ww MIRABoOKs com 
wore Marykuicacom 


Big Sean 


Dark Sky Paradise 


HIP-HOP (DEF JAM/ 
coop MUSIC) 


By Kyle Anderson. 
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Big Sear (below) 
Drake, Ariana Grande 


and 


IMING IS EVERYTHING. In 201 
Big Sean was ready to graduate 
from gangly court jester in Kanye 
‘West's empire to genuine pop star 
His grab for the brass ring couldn't 
have been better planned: He 

dropped a thunderous single called “Fire” 

accompanied by a striking video starring a 

bbra-clad Miley Cyrus, then the hottest tongue- 

\wagger on the planet. But “Fire” failed to erack 

the Hot 100, and the album it eame from, Hall of 

Fame, sani into obscurity. 

‘Smash-cut to last fall, when Sean's vitriolic 
post-breakup anthem “I Don't F--- With You," 
1 deeply uncommercial track featuring a 
cameo from underground hero E-40, became 
the biggest hit of his eareer. Perhaps he got a 
profile boost from girlfriend Ariana Grande, or 
‘maybe people just like F-bombs. Whatever the 
cease, he's capitalized on this newfound atten- 
tion with his third album, Dark Sky Paradise, a 
spirited combination of grown-man statement- 
making and round-the-way bull. The gilded 
‘quests, including Lil Wayne on the punchy 
“Deep” and Grande on the smooth “Research,” 
augment Dark Sky without eclipsing its star 
Heavy ideas sometimes threaten to topple 
tunes such as the austere, skyseraping “One 
Man Can Change the World? delivered with 
assists from Kanye and John Legend, but 
Sean juxtaposes that heft with tasty boasts ike 
“She done sent so many naked pies/My phone 
ain't got no data” (on “All Your Fault"). An 
impressive contacts list 
and famous lady don’t 
burt, but it’s left-field 


BEST TRACKS 


slike those ALLYOUR 
ons mots like those ALLO 
thathaveearnedSeana An end-of days, 
seat at the mainstream stutter step 
table. It’s just taken 2 gytag 


minute for everyone 
else to eateh up. B+ 


Afithy feel-good 
throwback jam 


MADONNA "Take a Bow" REAL McCOY “Another 
‘Mier showing everything but Night” One of those relentlessly 


coamesoltoctonnt  @HARTFLASHBACK women 


3 | thenipple clamps na cupboard them90s that was eth 


and gave us something much more Madonna crying, TLC creeping, Hootie holding ia Night atthe Rabu 
intimate. heartbroken bald about your you-know-what—we revisit and regrade |_atravesty that t wasnt B 
lost ove and lanely stars A= the top 10 songs on the Billboard Hot 100 two : 

decades ago this week. —LEAH GREENBLATT aL elector 


TLC "Creep" So your man is Knee” i the Boy2 weren't woo 

stepping out on you. Do you lng you or losing you or winning you 

(Yer, (b) duo hi, a (€) put on a back dreamy five-part harmery, 

‘ Sweet par of sik pajamas, get your they were probably taking a realy 

‘wn side piece and write a Sick Rck weldeserved nap. That's how nor 

mling fn about fe that spends, stp they were wth the tenders hts 

four weeks at Na.1? Ob (aha) fer pretty much ths whee decade. B+ 

think somebody aced this quiz A 


|ROWNSTONE “If You Love 

Me" Pity the JV squad of 90s 
R&B of aroups With TLC, En Vogue, 
‘tal inthe game, even super-sald 
treat-me-rght pleas tke these were 
lucky to get ofthe bench B 


‘SOUL FOR REAL “Candy 

Rain® Such a great forgotten 
{gem from the newjackswing 
Shiv! And also a fu state 
ame fora stripper. A~ 


BRANDY “Baby” Tre approx 
Fi mately 83 percent ofthe rics 

are iter “baby or “yeah or “youre 
38 | Sofine” But considering Brandy was 


SHERYL CROW “Strong 
Enough” A parti ist of 

‘Sher paramours who were not 

Strang enough tobe her mar 


only 5 bac then, atleast they were Lance Armstrong, Owen Wilso 
age-appropriate, bay-beh B+ Erie Clapton Sit she gave them 
| such a petty heads-up here, 
5 DES'REE "You Gotta Be” You 
i gotta be bad, you gta HOOTIE & THE BLOWFISH 


Yougotta be wiser You gotta 
®postophe nthe mide of your name 
wherea boring vowelused tobe But | (Clockwise rom tp eft) Hootie & 
you dnt gota havea flip, the Blowrish Destee, She Crow 
Ree-Reol You did yourpart A Madonna, and Brandy 


"Hold My Hand” So corny, 
Horton Hears 
olds a Handa 

it right na, 
‘eri you? Andi feels good. A~ 


ER 0) 5 1" patie 
NOW AVAILABLE IN PAPERBACK! HOLLOW CY y 


THE CRITICALLY ACCLAIMED ISS PEREGRIN 
NEW YORK TIMES BEST SELLER : 


Includes an excerpt from Library of Souls, the third 
novel of Miss Peregrine’s Peculiar Children, and more. 


REVIEWS Music 


ALSO AVAILABLE 


3 mouth wate 
eens fist new albumin 12 years, The on op —but 
‘Maxie Whip (due Apr 28), mixes ml do 
en Albarn signature seen ia Bedenharn 
‘agen with an smbng bass ne 
and scratchy guitar stabs that 
oh pls lke hee hed 
7 seater "Song 2" Te hook on He already earned 2 Hot 100 chart 
‘Go Out anit quite as stadium topper with the 2013 Pin uct “lust 
butts sti a worthwheaddRion Give Mea Reason” but nthe wake of 
te your strutting tot fun bandmates’ musical wan 
Be Kole Anderson “ack Anton with 
Band Bleachers multnstrumentlst 
THE SINGLES “CANDY Andrew Das fim and TV scare) 
ScavettJhanseon an her coterie of 55 full stakes out on 
‘hel 


Our worst nightmares 
always strike much too 
CLOSE TO HOME 


osicadgy TV nthe 
costa Sona g fn widow aug os fl 
coanost SY servi bos as 


"Jackson knows 
how to jangle 
readers’ nerves. 


—Booklist 


WHO'S 

PLAYING [fgussoncmances Bil ruunsoay marcus 
: onan Jimmy Kimmel Live! 

STERN | SRANDI CARLIE CARLY RAE JEPSEN 

WEDNESDAY MARCHA 

‘SATURDAY FEB. 28 Jimmy Kimmel Live! BROODS 


Saturday Night Live UV WARFIELD 


ALABAMA SHAKES cee 
Show Starring 

pare ARCH diramy Fallon 
HozeR 


FACE YOUR FEARS, sowave ve 


visit YourDarkestFears.com FESORY MBRCHG. 
‘The Tonight Show Live With Kelly 
Starring Jimmy Fallon and Michael 
RELLY CLARKSON. RixTON 


Aroutow usa onuiner 
[Bi isatacksontans ff eneadtisatackson 
[Blissiscison #coseroHome 


Carly Rae Jepsen 


H Is for Hawk 


Helen Macdonald 
MEMOIR 
By Jason Sheeler 


EFORE TELL YOU that a memoir about an out- 
of:work English professor grieving over her 
father who comesto find solace and purpose by 
killing bunnies for her hawk will be one of the 
loveliest things you'll read this year, lot's yet a 

couple of things out of the way. HJs for Hawk is not a Sue 

Grafton thriller: And if you've never bonded with an animal of 

any sort, you will not understand how special this book is. 

Helen Macdonald grew up stomping around in the gray, 
rugged, muddy fields of rural England with her photographer 
father. He taught her how to watch, how to wait for things to 
happen; she was 12 when she saw her first orange-eyed 
sgoshawk. Macdonald is in her mid-30s when her dad dies, 
and—with “no father, no partner, no child, no job, no home"— 
she starts rereading’LH. White's manual about raising birds 
of prey, The Goshawk, published years after his famous King 
Arthur novel The Sword in the Stone. White, dealing with his 
closeted homosexuality, became obsessed with his goshawk, 
Macdonald follows suit, aequiring a fledgling hawk named 
Mabel (is there a less homicidal name?) and becoming “a 
hermit with a hawk" with an unplugged phone and a freezer 
full of baby chicken carcasses. As she plays eateh with 
Mabel(!) and serenades her with “My Favorite Things,” 
she keeps dipping back into The Goshawk to read about 
White's devotion. The scenes houneing back and forth ean be 
too much. You want to shake the lady and tell her to stay in 
the present—both in her life and in the book. When she 
writes, “I wanted to sink to my knees and weep every 
time she tried to fy away,” you know things are going Year 
of Magical Thinking crossed with Portrait of an Addict as a 
Young Man. But if you've suffered through the worldview- 
shifting loss of a parent, you gotit. 

‘Mabel soon takes flight to hunt for rabbits, pheasants, 
and—in one particularly chilling scene—Maedonald herself. 
‘Watching Mabel ly “isa rush,” she writes, “as ruinous, in a 
way, as if taken a needle and shot myself with heroin.” 
‘You're addicted by that point too. Reading Macdonald's short 
chapters and stunted sentences—little synapses from her 
now-SSRI-clouded brain—you get alittle high. When the bird 
‘makes her first kil, the seeneis indeed as graphie and pulsing, 
asany Grafton thriller. And when Macdonald helps, we real- 
ie that Helen's not the Hawk Woman, she's the Hawk Mother, 
You'll never see a bird overhead the same way again. A~ 
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‘Sometimes reading about someone's awfullfe can make you fel great 
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Get in Trouble Prudence A Spool of Blue Thread 
Kelly Link David Treuer Anne Tyler 
SHORT STORIES novel nove. 
Link deftly fuses scence payee Ubeantondcevan covet Not much ever realy 
fiction, societal satire, and ty Prudence’s plat flares ‘happens in most Tyler 
erature inthis billantly froma single misudged novels, including this oe, 
strange short-story rmoment-inths case a but they stil make fr 
colton Withee ale trigger pled one summer absorbing and deeply 
‘she conjures a different - day in 1942 in northern: poe satisfying reads. Without 


Universe, each more captivating than the 
last. At first glance these realms don't 
‘seem too far from our own, but soon ther 
wild, mysterious comers are illuminated. In 
one, rich teens wha have plants that 
render them invisible to cameras hire 
body doubles to pose fr them in public In 
another, young ails collect “boyfriend” 
dalls that look and act more realistic than 
human boys. But just as you start to 
comprehend ane world ts story ends, 
Luckily, tis text is ripe for reveading— 
yout long to return the minute you leave 
‘A. —tsabllaBledenta 


‘Minnesota. Over the next decade, conse- 
‘quences radiate through the lives of several 
characters Frankl, a sensitive schoolboy 
‘umed- WWII bombard his far les priv 
lege bestfriend Billy, Fl, the Native 
‘American handyman who has been a de 
facto father to them both and Prudence, a 
ule, furious enigma ofa gi. Treuer writes 
beautifully about the dark comers of human 
nature, and the bref rerieves that come in 
even the most unhapay ives, He cant (oF 
won't) give these unlucky souls many sec- 
‘ond chances bute does make them come 
alveon the page. B+ —Leah Greenblatt 


‘melodrama, without fussing, Tyler 
lmmerses you in a large Baltimore 
family simply by dealing the placid ebb 
and fow of their everyday lives. Siblings 
bicker, a mother’s memory begins to fade, 
the black-sheep son comes and goes: It's 
all gently woven in with the smells of 
coffee and toast, the macramé plant 
holder and serapes decorating the iving- 
oom wal, the clang of diner plates 
and siverware. Inher sweet, sprightly 
prose, Tyler exposes a familys sadness 
and dysfunction—butalso its beauty. 

B= Tina Jordan 
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RuPaul's DragRace tv 9°10 co«0 


season mumene TVs fiercest show comes back bis oud, andin por taste 
Ucn fsthow wee Ru an her gra The new contenders ncude some ead 
Unfergettable queens including the plus-size Ginger Mi an overweight ath 
‘ac chan-smoleng crossdresser from Orlando’) and the futurist Pear some 
[edt rete topord wife ite). We get a couture Min Chabenge. complete 
withan aerial Anna Wintour mpersonator ls the most even Mia Stage 
Change Cran Race erstory naling teravays and ae suts Bes of al. new 
Hriges Carson Kressey and ase Mathews fight inst tel campy, puny 
‘ups ike "ts Cirque du So Gay? Only asenes loaded with this much atte and 
could looks freshinits seventh season Ae ~Staphan Lee 


‘The Following Shahs of Sunset 
SEASON PmUMERE The season stats SEASON PREMIERE Get read for 


sa promsinly with bedragled FBI 
agent Ryan Hardy (Kevin Bacon) 
Fal having something resembling 
23 good time ata 
wedaing With seal 
(ames Purefay) bei 
‘an eli, toast hs fren, and fre 
vith is new man squeeze But the 
Joy fats ony few minutes before 
tetris with 
Hardy fr hiss 
‘deeds andthe sores url zetles 
back tots odious patter: Gisiy 
murders are coma ary 
broods and the aways autsmarted 
Bureoutooks ke et have rouble 
hanaing secunty ata Tony Bennett 
concer Bacon works hard tying 
tose depressinly heavy-handed 


‘teria but The Following seems Batter Cal Saud 
ised to remain oe ofthe most TW iosurM ae 

the dream oft becoming all about Jimmy’ efforts to attract new 
Hardy atlendng estan rupias's busines re ntrrupted by alarming 
dead Kyle Anderson ews "Walt meth legar?™ 


‘#Time are Eastem subject to change 


TO KNOW IN POP CULTURE. BY RAY RAHMAN 


TUESDAY ;); 


Marvel's Agents 
of SHIELD. 


pseason pReauene The fst hlfot 
SHIELD’: season gave us one of 
the most improved seis ofthe year, 
and after thre long months ts 
Showing no signs of sowing, With 
SHIELD resg from wat they 
found inthe underraund ety change 
Isin heat for Skye Chloe Bennet) 
hos begining to exit some 
rth shang superpowers that 


them. you werent watching Agents 
before thie the time 
Ingabout a 


New Girt 


‘itera wid right of partying Jess 
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